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N Affairs of Conſequence, it ſometimes hap- 
pens that a Man is intangled between the 
ſtrict Rules of Law and thoſe of Equity: the 
latter, which mitigates the Cruelty of the other, 
without the leſſening or diminiſhing its Advan- 
tage, makes the Maxim good, Summum jus eſt 
ſumma injuria; wherefore this Maxim in Morals 
is more to be relied on by Men of any Probity 
than the other. As the Summa injuria ſeems your 
chief Object, of having ſold my Stock of Bul- 
locks, Sheep, Lambs, and Hay, in the diſmaleit 
Weather, (on the 17th of January) that ever was 
lnown, when no one could attend your Cant but 
your own Tenants and Cotters, and your caſhired 
Attorney ; and when the Neighbours had more 
than enough to do to keep their own Stock 
alive; moſt of which Stock were bought for 
you. I deferred making any Remarks on theſe 
Cruelties until now, in hopes that ſome ade- 
quate Apology might. be made by you for that 
ſavage and Brutal Behaviour of your Conduct; 
nay, if I were your moſt violent Enemy, it 
would be ſufficient for you to practiſe theſe 
lnhumanities on me; but ſtill you did not 
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think them ſufficient without purchaſing my 
Debts, particularly one from Mr. Lambert, the 
Contrivance of which Purchaſe Lord Fatlsſort 
ſaw into, and accepted my Caſh inſtead of 
your's. Have I not ſeen your Father's Doings ? 
and have I not bore them with more than 
Chriſtian Patience? and ſo impatient are yon, 
who are my Nephew, of keeping me in the 
Marſhalſea of the Four-Courts, for 414. 1 9s. 7d. 
and you wallowing in 5,000). a Year ; half of 
which your Father, my Brother, made by de- 
frauding me of my Father's, and Brother Pe- 
ter's very large perſonal Fortune, whilſt I was 
attending a poor ſickly Wife, in the Hands of 
Doctors in Dublin. | 
As to your ſaying, in one of your Affidavits, 
that I am litigious, | ſhould aſ you what made 
me ſo, for it was your Father who ſued me in 
my Father's. Name, by a Demand he made, 
as wicked and-iniquitous as any I ever heard of, 
viz. his retracting a Grant he had made me in 
Writing, and acknowledged by him, of the 
Rent of a Farm gratis, during my Father's 
Liſe, who was then 87 Years of Age: He net 
only ſued me for the accruing Rents, but the 
preceding Rents for ſeven or eight Years and 
a Half before, amounting, to 8751. 8s. od. I 
laid the ſame out, and more, in uſeful and 
ornamental Improvements; and notwithſtand- 
ing the Settlement I made of that Farm upon 
my Wiſe and Family, whereby they not only 
meant to make me an ahfblute Beggar, but to 
ſtrip my poor Children of their Right, which 
Counſellor Stannard, the Recorder of Dublin, 
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and other eminent Lawyers, certified to my 


Wife, who is Siſter to Lord Nugent. 


Pray, ſhould not I be counted a Fool if I 
had ſubmitted tamely to that Demand of the 
above avaricious Dominick, my Brother? * 


Would not my Wife's Friends, and even m. 


own Conſcience ſting me while I live? My 
Father's Averſion to my Marriage ſprung from 
the horrid Character which ſaid Dominick gave 
of my Wife, and employed' others to .do the 
like, by promiſing to procure them Premiums 


by my Father's Will, +-as-it was expected he 


would ſoon die, that ſhe: was a Scold, a Ter- 
magant, 45 Years of Age, when ſhe was then 
but 31; and likewiſe paſt Child-bearing : This 
to an old Man, who was near 9o, and lived 
at a great Diſtance from her; theſe Things, 
and the Thinneſs of our Family, prompting 
this to him, made her and me quite odious to 
him. You, the prefent Domnick E Brown, 
being left ſo great an Example of Cruelty, 
Fraud, and Avarice, that you ſpeedily copied 
after it, when you found the leaſt Opportunity; 
for ſoon after ejecting me, you ſeized on my 
Stock, and not permitting me to apply the 
Value of that Stock to the Payment of the 
ejected Lands they were on, but for a ſubſe- 
quent Gale; nor would you ſell them for the 
ſame Gale, until three or four Months after- 
wards, on the 19th Day of January, when they 
were quite fallen away, when no-body was to 
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* Sce the Pleadings. 


+ See Dominick's Encouragement to ſaid Marriage. 
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- be had to purchaſe them, except your own 


r Cotters and a few Tenants, who moſt of 


them purchaſed for yourſelf, and that in the 


moſt diſmal Seaſon that ever was remembered, 
when the Occupier was an hundred Miles from 
him, and had no Notice of the Sale. You 
omitted ſelling my Houſhold Furniture, con- 
fiſting of many valvable Articles, not omitting 


- a ſmall Part of my Potatoes for my Suſtenance 
when in that Countty. [Theſe Things you did 


left the Amount of my Stock ſhould exceed 
the Rent I owed, and conſequently diſable you 


from impriſoning me here, and ſeizing the 
Farm the Stock was upon, as you did, and 
- ſetting it to another. 111 


Note, You heard my Wife was deſperately 


ill at the Time, and was Bed-ridden in Dublin. 


Some Time before this you refuſed to take from 


me in one Payment sol. when I owed you 
but about 600 l. according to the common 
Times of Payment univerſally agreed upon at 


the Fair of Ballinaſloe: by all the Buyers and 


Sellers there; this you have done in the Pre- 


ſence of a moſt unexceptionable Witneſs, where- 
fore you have been fince called Shylock the 
Jew, notwithſtanding which you had the A(- 
ſutance to invite our preſent Viceroy and his 


Lady to your Drum. 


Still not thinking you had been ſufficiently 
cruel, you had in half a Year after picked up 
a Debt that I owed to one Mr. Lambert, and 
flued an Execution againſt my Farms in the 
County of Mayo; and in my Abſence, pur- 
rhaſed them at one-third of their Value at a 
INTE 


| 


LS +1 \ 
Sub-Sherift's Cant; but my good Lord Ear 
fort, and his Brethren, prevented that Sale, by 
accepting the Payments made by. me into chi 
Court. 

How came you to tell your Wife, and to 
others, ſo wicked and deſigning a Falſhood, 
which they retailed as a moſt wicked Deed 
committed by me, That I had detained for 
five or ſix Years a large and profitable Farm 
after my Leaſe had expired ? All this with a 
View of ſtripping me of my Character, and 
rendering me a moſt odious and perfidious 
Uncle: Whereas the Leaſe of that Ground 
had been for five or fix Years expired, and I 
but Tenant at Will, as your Father's Letters 
to me will ſhew it moſt amply. 

Prav, have not theſe different Things I men- 
tion brought on me Tryals at Law, Seizures 
of Cattle, Ejectments, the Loſs of that Credit 
which I enjoyed until you became my Profe- 


, cutor.; even employing falſe Affidavits and a 


falſe Reader of Affidavits, * as I can prove? 
How came you to declare, that your Motive 
for quarrelling with me was, that 1 oppoſed 
your making a Road thro' one of my Farms 
to Caſtlemagarret, your Dwelling ; whereas [ 
am ready to make Affidavit that you never 
once applied to me on that Subject, and that TI 
never in the leaſt oppoſed any ſuch Motion; 
for, on the contrary, I thought it would be an 
Improvement to my Farm if yon made ſuch 
Road or Roads; tho? T am perſuaded that your 
Tenants 


See tho genuine Bf ite nt Mr, J. Frans, Attorney. 
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Tenants will ſwear to what you pleaſe. This 
I heard but within theſe few Days. I wonder 
you had not mentioned this before, when 1 
provoked you by my equitable Letter, tho* I 
never gave you the leaſt Provocation, until you 
began your cruel Perſecution againſt me. 


As to Ballaghowly, of which you ſtripped. 


me, (1 ſuppole' by the Advice of your degraded 
Attorney, Mr. Bowen, and his Clerk, now 
ealled Jennings) I intended making that Place 
2 Paradiſe, and which I am now ſtripped of: 
my Contrivance of its Houſe, tho' thatched, its 
grown up Groves, its Hills, Vallies, Serpentine 
Rivers, its Ponds, (which are the great Im- 
provement of Boggy Lands) the beautiful Ver- 
dure of its Banks, magnificent Proſpects of its 
Ferreces properly built, its Gardens behind the 
Houle, its Mill and Mill- Dam, which I built at 
my own Expence, and the great Roads made 
where there were never any high Roads before, 
and a Bridge leading from Caſtlebar to various 


Parts of the County Roſcommon and to Dublin. 


The Trees of Ballaghowly are remarkable and 
moſtly forty: Years old; a great Part of theſe 
Grounds were reclaimed by me from Bog and 
Mountain to gecd Iiands; whereas it was wild 
when I-got it ; and was till now made to pay 
for them as if I had got them fine good Lands, 

I ſearce now need ſay more of you, than to 
talks of your own Qualities, and particularly 
your ſuperlative Pride, your ſpeaking to me as 
you would to your Footman, and your Arro- 
gance in Derang ging a certain Anceſtor of our's, 
who was a Merchant, from our other Family 
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Portraits (tho' you have that Portrait, which with 
done by Vandyke) tho? that Merchant was the 
Anceſtor of ſeveral of our Nobles, and I hope 
will be ſo of many more, as they are Men of 
very large Fortunes and. Men of Merit. Lord 
Shelburne, as I am told, placed a mercantile 
Anceſtor of his among the firſt of his Family 
Portraits, for which, if true, I honour his guod 
Senſe and Gratitude. 

As I am your only Uncle on your Father's 
Side, I have ſaid almoſt as much to you in pri- 
vate; but ſince I find you ſo ſuperlatively 
proud and incorrigible, I ſpoke your Crimes to 
others in private : Pray, are not you an execra- 
ble Example to Landlords, and a Terror to 
Tenants in your Neighbourhood ; and do not 
you conſider yourſelf as a Nuiſance to your 
Country, if not baniſhed as the worſt of Men? 

Pray, can any one fay he ever ſaw ſuch 
Treatment given to any poor Man by his own 
Family among Turks, Hottentots or Barbarians. 
I with you would make your Complaints of me 
now while I am alive; for as I have lived to 
the Age of 83 and upwards, there will be but 
few to anſwer for the Calumnies you'll give out 
to juſtify yourſelf. I muſt mention your - Frauds 
to others, to ſhew you moſt capable of de- 
frauding me, particularly to your's and my 
Grand Uncle, Stephen Brown, by beggaring 
and thereby ſtripping him of the Rent of three 
hundred Acres of the Lands of Ballycowly, left 
to him by my Great Grandfather's Will; and T 
can ſhew the Will to that Purpoſe, which my 
Father paid the Rent of till his Death, as may 


appear 


( 8 ] 
appear by his Letters in the Hands of a Gen- 
tleman in this City. 

It muſt be you that took out an Action 
againſt me for 158l. odd Money, in the Name 
of one Reaghry, the Adminiſtrator of Ridge, 
who is your Fenant, which I proved in Court 
to be a falſe one; and therefore defeated him 
there: this you did in order to make me more 
deſpicable than you could in the Eyes of the 
Country. It was undertaken by Jennings, your 
late Tool, as Keaghry alledges. 

I defeated him and yourſelf, as to the pur- 

chaſe you made of my Farms relative to Mr. 
Lambert, and to the Rents and Arrears given 
me GRATIS, during my Father's Life, which 
] was molt cruelly ſued for. 
Beſides what you have added to your For- 
tune, by the Riſe of Times, your Father has 
defrauded me, in my Abſence, of 6000l. which 
is not near tantamount to the ſignal Damage 
you have done me, nor to the Damage he has 
done me by defrauding me of the Benefit of 
my Brother Peter's Will, which he employed 
his Prieſt, Hilvy Fergus, to get revoked in the 
very laſt Moments of his Life, and greatly 
againſt Peter's Inclination, when I was in 
Dublin, attending my ſick Wife. 

You have likewiſe, at your own Table, falſe- 
ly baſterdized ſome of your Relations, leſt they 
Mould claim any Kindred to you. I muſt in- 
form you and the Public, that you, or ſome- 
body from you, lately moſt maliciouſſy wrote 
a Letter to Mr. Jennings, your Attorney in 
Dublin, that Anthony Madden, my Tenant in 
| the 
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the Country, had failed and ſtepped aſide, and 


deſired that Notice of ſuch Failure be given to , 


General O'Donnell, my Friend, then in Dub- 
lin, in order to prevent him from giving me 
Caſh for my Draft on ſaid Madden, who was 
his Neighbour. 


On the General's Return to the Country, and 
je auen finding, in Conſequence of ſuch 
falſe Reports, that I got no Money from the 


General this villainous Views being then an- 
ſwered) Ticks to ſaid Jennings, that Madden 
was reſtored to his Credit. 

Now as theſe Accounts are Facts, *and that 
you have endeavoured to diſtreſs me in my 
Confinement, and injure the Credit of faid 
Madden ; I am determined to proceed againſt 
you and Jennings, as the Law directs in ſuch 
Caſes, for you and Jennings combining againft 
my Life, &c. 


Pray, Mr. Brown, can you ſay that I ever 
diſobliged you by Deſign or Accident. 


Your humble Servant, 


HENRY BROWN. 


Four-Courts-Marſbalſe, 
June, 1786. 
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A SURPRIZING great warmth my mind has poſſeſs'd, 


And ſomething like youth now kindles my breaft 
For time does not injure, nor does my old age 
Subdue my reſentment, tho” it leſſens my rage, 
Yout proud ariſtocracy you mult lay aſide ; 
We'can't at all bear your {upetlative pride: 


Since Sir Dominick Brown's portrait, tho* done by Vandyke, 


Deranging that piece his deſcendants diſlike; 

As he was a merckant, that to you was a crime, 

But merchants and ſhop-boys will plague: you in time: 

You beggar'd the friends of your good uncle Stephen, 

Were they not beggars—with you they'd be even, 

You wou'd make ame a beggar the country well know it, 

Your feats at Ballcouldy ſufficiently ſhew it. 

Your encroſſing the ninth part of the lands of Ballcouldy,“ 

And Corbally too, which I ſometimes have told you 

Was the grant,of Sir Domimck, and confirmed by the will + 

Of Jeftry, his heir, and the rents paid, until 

Withheld by your father, in the year ſixty-two, 7 

For they wanted the power to ſue him or you, 

Your tenant at Aſhford you vilely bely'd, 

You'd be fined in ſome thouſands were that affair try'd ; 

Go then to your deſart, and take into your chaiſe © 

Both your Attornies, for your inſtruction and caſe ; ' N 

80 Well you'll be match'd, you may there dance the Vi 
* 

Wich are 2000 acres. 


| ; ÞT See the will in the proper office. 


{ See your fuber's4iter, or an atteſted copy thereof. 
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